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Kevin has been involved in most every aspect of basketball for over 50 years. He began as a player 
with Holy Cross and was there when the school burned down in 1969. He remembers while playing 
on the senior team, being asked many times to referee the junior games which were always played 
first, during those years. Many games at that time were officiated by players or coaches. 
 
He went on to play in the men's league and was president of the St. John’s Metro League for 20 years 
and co-founder of the popular Margaret Breen Memorial Tournament. It was during this time he joined 
the SJABO, referees association. Kevin is a level 3 official and has officiated thousands of games 
over his 18 year career as a referee. From minor ball to high school to senior men’s and ladies 
leagues, he has done it all. He has also officiated in many NLBA provincial tournaments at all levels 
along with numerous SSNL, 4A, 3A, and 2A tournaments. He has gone on to officiate a number of 
championship games in these events. 
 
In 2005 he became the president of SJABO and served for one season, bringing in programs to help 
train new and senior officials and is serving as president once again at present where he has brought 
in an evaluation program to help officials achieve their goals, initiated a complete do-over of the 
SJABO constitution to bring it up to date, worked together with Mr.Barry Walsh to completely upgrade 
the SJABO website for training and information purposes for the association and helped coordinate 
the first ever SJABO Officials Camp in July of 2019 along with putting together a recruitment clinic 
which introduced 32 new referees to the association in June of 2019 with the help of Gerard Brien, 
Phil Griffiths and Alicia Bird as the clinicians. He continues his work today to create the history page to 
honour the “History of SJABO and those who worked to bring it where it is today}.  
 
 Fitzpatrick has mentored a number of new officials over the years and has done a number of novice 
clinics, to help train and develop new officials while coaching in the Cowan Heights Youth Basketball 
League. Besides the classroom training, you would often see him running the floor, shadowing new 
officials to help with their training during league games.This work produced a number of SJABO 
referees. He has also done many pre-evaluations on officials over the years including this past 
season who have come to him for help in preparing for their NABO floor evaluations to move up in our 
association. He continues to work with new officials to this day. 
 



Besides his work,playing, officiating, coaching and running a league, Kevin also sat on the executive 
board of the NLBA for 16 years, working to develop the game of basketball throughout the province. 
He was a member of the Hall Of Fame Cup Committee, The Hall Of Fame Induction Committee, The 
Provincial Coaches, Selection Committee, Canada Games Coaches selection committee, The 
Regional Director for St. John’s North, The Senior Tournament Director and The Policy Director 
before retiring in 2012. 
 
Kevin has received a number of awards throughout his career: 
 

.2 Volunteer of the year awards from basketball and softball, his second sport, which he played for 40 
years. 

.2 presidents awards from the NLBA for his work in basketball throughout the province. 

.Achievement award from the NLBA for his accomplishments in basketball. 

.A Lifetime Membership award from the Metro Basketball League for his work and commitment to the 
league. 

.Coaching appreciation award from Booth Memorial Senior team players. A number of these players, 
he had coached since grade 5 at Holy Cross and the Cowan Hgts league. Many of them now play in 
the senior men’s league which was always part of Kevin’s goal for them. 
 

.In 2013, Kevin was inducted into the NLBA Hall Of Fame in the “Builder”, category. 
 
When asked what advice he would offer new officials starting out today in their careers, Kevin 
answered: 
 
Learn the rules, learn how to apply them, ask questions, listen to what senior officials are telling you to 
help make you better as a referee and enjoy every game you are in. Work hard to become the best 
that you can be. 
 
 
 
 


